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. FESC projects In 2020—2021
covered the following countries

EESC conducted research with institutions or organization from the above-mentioned countries or published analysis related to the countries’
political, geopolitical, economic development.
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DIFECTOr's

It is a privilege to lead the Eastern Europe stud-
ies center (EESC), a think tank that celebrates
its 15™ anniversary in 2021. Over that time, we
managed to build an extensive international net-
work of partners, implement a broad range of
projects, publish analysis on variety of topics
concerning international affairs and security; all
of this enables us to be an effective and a trust-
worthy institution.

We made significant strides forward in 2020-
2021. The EESC grew as an institution by adding
bright young talents to our team; we implement-
ed high-level projects with partners such as the
European Commission, NATO, National Endow-
ment for Democracy and others; we remained
the most important platform for a debate on
Lithuanian foreign and security policy; our ana-
lysts were active in discussing issues of impor-
tance on the national and international media.
Some of the outcomes are highlighted on the
following pages of this report.

—oreword

I am especially proud of our annual Foreign Policy Con-
ference, commemorating Lithuanian Diplomatic Chief
S. Lozoraitis, and Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review, an
annual publication dedicated to discussing relevant
geopolitical challenges for the Baltic states. These
are trademark examples of our work, which gained
notice both domestically and internationally.

This would not have been possible without support
from our stakeholders, the Government of Lithuania
and Vilnius university, as well as our long-term do-
mestic and international partners. | am also thank-
ful for the EESC Board Members, led by the Board
Chairman Vytis Jurkonis and newly-formed Advisory
Council, led by the Chairman Andrius Kubilius, who
brought their insights and experience to the table. Fi-
nally, | appreciate the trust the stakeholders placed in
me by offering to continue working as a Director for
the second five-year term.

The ambition that we have is to ensure that the center
has an even better future than its rich past. Therefore,
we will grow by adding more expertise and increasing
the scope of our activities.

| have no doubt that the team we have is able to do
just that.



The Eastern Europe Studies
Centre (EESC) is a non-profit
think tank established by the
Government of Lithuania and
Vilnius University in 2006. As
an independent organization
it focuses on analysing in-
ternational policy processes
and Lithuania's role in them.
The EESC implements large-
scale national and interna-
tional projects, strength-
ening the tradition of think
tanks in the region.

In its activities, the EESC
aims to provide objective and
consistent information, stud-
ies, recommendations, inde-
pendent of specific ideolo-
gies or political parties. The
aim of all EESC employees is

to maintain the highest level
of professionalism and eth-
ics in their activities, as well
as the principle of dialogue
and respect for the diversity
of opinions. We believe in the
importance of Euro-Atlantic
cooperation, and we adhere
to the guidelines of multi-
lateralism and responsible
action in the international
arena. This is important in
order to further strengthen
the principles of democracy
and the rule of law in Lithua-
nia and beyond. Civil society,
non-governmental organisa-
tions and community initi-
atives play a key role in this
process and the EESC seeks
to contribute to them.

The EESC at a glance

Analysis of

geopolitical, H
socioeconomic,

cultural issues;

Evidence-based
policy recommenda-
tions;

Connecting
research,
government, civil
society, business;

L .

Education and public
information;

Discussion of
Lithuania's role in
Europe and beyond.




Vision

Independent and inter-
nationally-recognised
think tank that aims to
reflect and contribute to
the discussion of Lithua-
nia’s role in international
affairs and the regional
political environment.

@

Mission

Provide recommendations
to decision makers, inform
the society on the most
pressing international is-
sues, provide a platform
for debate and implement
large-scale projects.

Introaducing the

i

Value guidelines

Rule of law
Human rights

Freedom of thought and
expression

Public sector cooperation
with non-governmental
organisations

Objective, independent and
transparent media

Active civil society

International relations based
on cooperation and dialogue

Economic cooperation and
market openness

rganization

&

Working principles:

® High ethical and professional

standards for employees and
other persons directly involved
in the activities of the EESC

Transparency, openness and
tolerance

Objectivity and impartiality
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Chongyang Institute for Finacial Studies (RDCY) (China)

114.

Center for Economic; Political and Strategic Research (TESAM) (Turkey)

Centro Studi Internazionali (Ce.S.1.)(Italy)

115,
/ﬁs.

118.

Charhar Institute (China)

117. Eastern Europe Studies Centre (EESC) (Lithuania)

Fundacién Glebal'Democracia y Desarrollo (FUNGLODE) (Dominican Republic)

119.

Gateway House: Indian Council on Global Relations (India)

120.

Center for China and Globalization (China)

121.

Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of Sciences (IERAS) (Russia)
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PRADZIA APIEMUS v NAUJIENOS  PUBLIKACIJOS  KINIJO RAMA ~ STAZUOTES KONTAKTAI = =] O

Naujienos ir renginiai

Jvyko diskusija ,The Virus of
Disinformation - How to Deal with Social
Medi

Diskusija apie NATO virStniy susitikimg
Briuselyje

Bir 17, 2021

Kvietimgs dalyvautiRyty Europos studijy
€entro vasaros mokykloje: Sugriauti mitus,

NATO virsaniy susitikimas - kokias
antrastes naudojo NATO 3aliy
Ziniasklaida?

Bir 17,2021

Introducing the ©@fganization

In"the latest University of Pennsylvania think tank ranking from
2020, the Eastern Europe Studies Centre retains its top position
in the Baltic States, ranking 76" among Central and Eastern Eu-
rope think tanks and 117" in the Global Foreign Policy and Inter-
national Relations category.

EESC updated its website this year

The new version of the website will now be more user-friendly,
more functional and faster. Upon visiting the website, you will
find a new content layout, more information about the EESC and
new visual solutions. Users are also able to easily register to
events and sign up for a subscription to our weekly newsletter
and other publications.



@,‘ Research

The EESC collaborates with state institutions and non-governmental
organisations in Lithuania and abroad, presents recommendations and
examples of good practices, and produces publications, analytical pa-
pers and articles. We strive to maximize the applied value of the EESC's
research activities and translate them into practical solutions.

3



Main Areas of Activity

Public domain

"MACRON IN | LITHUANIA

FRENCH PRESIDENT TO MEET BELARUS OPPOSITION FIGURE SVETLANA TIKHANOVSKAYA

In cooperation with civil society, the public and private sectors, we seek
dialogue and discussion on relevant events in our region and around
the world. The EESC organises dozens of public events every year on
various topics that attract participants from Lithuania and abroad. We
are convinced that the European Union’s motto “United in diversity” is
no empty promise. It is namely through dialogue between various part-
ners that we can achieve the best results.

A New York Times investigation revealed Donald Trump only pai
‘ federal income taxes in 2016, the year he ran for preswdexcp;: lgnsggg;?

We are one of the longest functioning and internationally recognized
Lithuanian think tanks. The EESC team is regularly seen in local and
foreign media, commenting on international policy processes, phe-
nomena, and events. You can find the views of our analysts in publica-
tions and interviews published by CNN, Euronews, the BBC and others.



SC Team

VLADIMIRAS ANDRIUS JUSTINAS JURGIS BEATRICE
LAUCIUS PROCHORENKO KULYS VEDRICKAS NARBUTAITE
Senior Policy Policy Analyst Policy Analyst Policy Analyst Project Assistant

Analyst

URTE RIMA SIMONA TOMAS LINAS
POCIUTE SAKALAUSKAITE MERKINAITE JANELIUNAS KOJALA
Administrator Financial Officer Project Manager Head of Research Director of the Eastern

Europe Studies Centre

Project Assistant

AUSTEJA
MAKAREVICIOTE
Project Assistant

ADVISOR
Edward Lucas

ASSOCIATED EXPERTS
Dovilé Sukyté

Justinas Mickus

Laurynas Jonavicius
Konstantinas Andrijauskas
Maksimas Milta

Raigirdas Boruta



Galina Vascenkaiteé;

Nortautas Statkus;

Linas Kojala (ex officio).

EESC ADVISORY BOARD

Chairman Andrius Kubilius

Every year, the EESC accepts a va-
riety of students to perform intern-
ships at the centre, hosting stu-
dents of various nationalities from
educational institutions around
the world. Although the pandemic
has imposed vast limitations on in-
ternship opportunities in 2020 and

¥ mw\\h‘vk
DENAY
Tt

2021, a remote internship format
is being trialled with success. This
year, in partnership with Vilnius Uni-
versity, the centre also introduced
the Dr Vilius Ivanauskas Internship
Stipend, and its first winner has
been undertaking their internship
at the centre.




ReScarcn

The EESC is the leading Lithuanian think tank, which provides insights and policy recommendations to

decision makers in Lithuania, the EU and Eastern Partnership Countries.

The EESC's scholars regularly monitor and analyse political, economic, social, and cultural processes in
the Eastern Partnership countries. Commissioned and independent analyses generated by the EESC con-
tribute to Lithuanian and EU policy making towards a safer, more stable, economically stronger and more
pro-European Eastern Europe, engages political scholars in neighbouring countries, and intensifies dia-
logue between the academics and practicians. In 2020, the EESC published eleven studies.
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The Struggle for COVID-19 Narra-
tives — Implications for European
Security (May, 2020)

Eastern Partnership Policy:
Challenges, Actualization and
Opportunities for Develop-
ment (May, 2020)

Lithuania and the US: Reali-
ties and Prospects in Strate-
gic Partnership

Linas Kojala (May, 2020)

External Threats and Risk
Factors in the Lithuanian
Election Context

(June 2020)
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Research on the Assessment of the The Protests in Belarus: In- Lithuanian-Turkish Relations
Geopolitical Situation and Perception sights from Minsk and the and the Baltic Region’s Security
of Threats Based on representative Western View (August 2020) Justinas Mickus (August 2020)

research on the Lithuanian public’s
opinion. (July 2020)

A review of the response to the European mi-
gration crisis and changes in migration policy
in the EU and Lithuania between 2015-2020.
Austéja Makareviciaté and Jurgis Vedrickas
(September 2020)

Research

A. Lukashenko’s Regime and
Public Resistance: Scenarios
for Short-term Events in Bela-
rus prof. Dr. Tomas Janeliiinas
(September 2020)

Non-traditional threats and NATO.
Michael Scrima and Jurgis Vedrick-
as (December 2020)

The Protests in Belarus: Insights
from Minsk and the western
view. Andrei Yahorau (August,
2020)



Research

M:; -
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0??00@"0& Nikolas K. Gvosdev. Reconceptualizing Lithuania's Importance
1;;300("‘Se for U.S. Foreign Policy G € é
- > Jul 26, 2021 | News, Publications 5
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» Uncategorized (2)
Non-Traditional Threats and NATO. Resilient Media: Challenges fest Home is
A look toward an expanded role for and Opportunities in the
the NATO alliance. Michael Scrima, Democratisation Process. Austéja » Events (183)
Jurgis Vedricas (December, 2020) Makareviciiité, Adam RoZevi¢

Sarry. No data so far.

Nikelas K. Gvosdev is the Editor of Orbis: FPRI's Journal of World Affairs and a Senior
\ \ Fellow in FPRI's Eurasia Program. He is also a Professor of National Security Affairs,
holding the Captain Jerome E. Levy Chair in Economic Geography and National

‘\},sw"" ‘\},sw"" Security at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, Rhede Island. He was formerly the
- Us\psl(ﬂm - Nﬂe‘@%? - Editor of The National Interest magazine and a Senior Fellow at The Nixon Center in
AN SRR ashingten, D.C. Gvosdev received his doctorate from St Antony’s College, Oxfor
‘EYP%%%:\;SJ C sl k ‘%S&%%ﬁ;g%»\:\& ‘:Jvnw:rj:y, w:e‘i:he s?udied on adR:oddes Stchultarfship. e i
e »Sw»‘“’ﬁ - «:&\M&g@qﬁme
¢ -x:“;.w"’“ Executive Summary

Trends in Belarus. 2021/1: Tightening and Development of Reconceptualizing Lithuania’s Importance
January-April (April 2021) Sanctions against the Belarusian for U.S. Foreign Policy. Nikolas K. Govsdev

Regime: Arguments “for” and “against”. (June, 2021)
Laurynas Jonavicius (June 2021)



Research

<« Biden'’s foreign policy: new P okttt ox i, Fur ot on el At e a
= style or substance? Linas Ko- -
jala, in “The Insider”

BALTIC BULLETIN

Biden's foreign policy: new style or For Biden, Four Points on the Baltic Agenda
substance? LinasKojala » December 21,2020 « Eurasia Program

For Bidens, Four

Points on the Baltic

Agenda. Linas Kojala,

in Foreign Policy Re-

search Institute >

Four years have passed, but Biden's mission remains comparable. The president-elect is working hard to convince US
friends in Europe that alliances and the idea of multilateralism will return to the top of political agenda. There is no doubt

Biden interprets the Europ of Trump's of repair.

Various moves by Trump certainly caused uneasiness in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) during his tenure. Yet CEE
countries also viewed Trump with B their counterparts in the Western part of the continent. While

the Republican president was keen to downgrade the importance of NATO and emphasize his personal warmth towards

Linas Kojala

TARPTAUTINES POLITIKOS A PASAULIG PULSAS: E3SC This year, the EESC launched weekly news-

E!sc TENDENCIJY NAUJIENLAISKIS 202012 V) e letters to provide a brief and focused over-

B pss s e NN N ‘ ‘ JERZY TARGALSKIS: RUSLJA VieYV of the week's major international

SUINTERESUOTA, KAD LUKASENKA policy trends. Also, the centre began pub-

GREICIAU PASITRAUKTY lishing an analytical bulletin “World Pulse”,
which appears on a monthly basis.

SIAME 77 SAVAITES CITATA
NAUJIENLAISKYJE:
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China Research
Programme

Belarus Research
Programme

Transatlantic Relations
Research Programme

Eastern Partnership
Research Programme

Disinformation Research
Programme

‘

The Dragon and the Knight:
China’s Growing Presence

in Lithuania Konstantinas
Andrijauskas (February 2020)

Kinijos ir Lietuvos santykiai
2020 m.: nusimetant kaukes?
Konstantinas Andrijauskas
(January 2021)
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TINKLALAIDE
»MINSKO EKSPRESAS*

MOQKACT
(MWHCKMI 3KCIIPECCH

Minsk Express (Minsko ekspresas / MuHckui
akcnpecc) is a monthly podcast of the Eastern
Europe Studies Center produced in partnership
with the Lithuanian National Radio and Televi-
sion (LRT). Episodes are released in Lithuanian
and Russian and focus on exploring the Belaru-
sian political, economic, social and cultural phe-
nomena. Minsk Express episodes are distributed
via LRT Audioteka, Spotify and alike platforms.
Co-hosts of the podcast are EESC Associate An-
alysts Dr. Laurynas Jonavi¢ius and Maksimas
Milta.

Research Programmes

FOREIGN POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE =

Events

America’s approach to
the Three Seas
Initiative in Central
Europe

May 07, 2021110:00 am to 11:00 am |

Eurasia Program

Speakers

Linas Kojala - Linas

Kojala is the Director of the

Eastern Europe Studies

Centre, a think tank in

Vilnius, Lithuania, and Read More
Lecturer at the Institute of

International Relations and

Political Science at Vilnius

University.

Marko Koplimaa - Marko
Koplimaa is the Charge

d’Affaires at the Embassy of
Estonia in Washington, D.C.

Read More

Chris Miller - Chris Miller
is the Director in the
Foreign Policy Research
Institute’s Eurasia Program.
He is also Assistant
Professor of International
History at the Fletcher
School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts
University.

Read More



POlIcy

During the Annual Foreign Policy Conference,
commemorating Lithuanian Diplomatic Chief S.
Lozoraitis, analytical journal “Lithuanian For-
eign Policy review” (LFPR) was introduced. The
journal was established in 1998 as a publica-
tion discussing the challenges and problems
pertaining to mostly Lithuanian foreign policy.
In 2018, it was published for the first time by
the EESC, and the journal‘s concept changed
from academic to an analytical publication. For
the second year in a row, the Editor-in-Chief is
EESC Director Linas Kojala. The LFPR consists
of interviews and articles from leading glob-
al politicians and experts: President Gitanas
Nauséda, President Valdas Adamkus, Presi-
dent Aleksander Kwasniewski, Lord Robertson,
Robert Shiller, Ben Hodges, Cyrille Bret, Brian
Whitmore, Robert S. Spalding Ill, Konstantinas
Andrijauskas, Christopher Miller, Corneliu Bjo-
la, Rytis Paulauskas and Andzej Puksto.

BitAUanian
Review

In 2020, the EESC introduced a public compe-
tition for the creation of the cover page for the
Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review. Participants
were not given any guidelines, only the topic
“Lithuanian Foreign Policy”, which participants
were free to interpret as they chose. An exhi-
bition of the works of all twelve contestants
was held at the closing event of the EESC sea-
son, where distinguished guests were able to
choose their favourite. The centre also invited
those following its Facebook page to choose
their favourite work. The first place was award-
ed a prize, and the work became the cover of
the LFPR, with the author of the work being
Fausta Mikutaité.

—oreign

ANNUAL REVIEW. 2020-2021
VoL ISSN: 18025504

Lithuanian ;
E!_EQ Foreign Policy s
= Review

Lithuanian
Foreign Policy Review

The initial and the final version of the cover page.
Author — Fausta Mlkutaité



Exhibition at closing event of the EESC season. (July 2020)

The newest release of the publication was introduced in December,
2020. This year, the 39th publication of Lithuanian Foreign Policy re-
view has no lack of famous names. Two former heads of the Lithuani-
an and Polish states — Valdas Adamkus and Aleksander Kwasniewski
— discuss Polish-Lithuanian relations and their development. Nobel
Prize Laureate Robert Shiller shares his insights on the global econo-
my and the narratives that describe it during the pandemic.

“By attracting such well-known names, we showcase that Lithuania
is a prominent participant of international processes, and this pub-
lication is an excellent platform for discussing the most important
topics of the day through concise, acute and well-argued texts,” the
publication’s Editor-in-Chief Linas Kojala said.

“Lithuanian Foreign P

//A

icy Review

————
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The publication also features commentary by the Permanent Lithua-
nian Representative to the United Nations Audra Plepyté on the 75th
anniversary of the UN’s founding and its nearest challenges, Vilnius
University Institute of International Relations and Political Science
lecturer Laurynas Jonavicius' overview of political conditions in Be-
larus, as well as texts from famous international policy experts such
as Daniel Fried, Chris Miller and James Sherr on the US’ global role,
Russian foreign policy, geopolitical “hotspots” around the world and
their impact on the Baltic States.

In keeping with tradition, the Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review has
been published with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Lithuania, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the
US Embassy in Vilnius.



President V. Adamkus
Conference Hall was unveiled

The Eastern Europe Studies Centre's (EESC)
conference hall was granted the title of the
President Valdas Adamkus Conference Hall
on Thursday.

“This year, we mark fifteen years of work and
take a qualitative step forward. V. Adamkus
has not only dedicated great attention to
Eastern Partnership in his work but has also
contributed to building a Western culture of
discussion in Lithuania. It is our honour that
the President was willing to bequeath his
name, thus binding both the renewed EESC
conference hall's guests and us in duty, the
EESC's director Linas Kojala said.

During the unveiling of the President V. Ad-
amkus Conference Hall, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Lithuania Ingrida Simony-
té applauded the centre’s fifteen years of
work: “The centre has proven that it can be
a source of high quality, truly earnest and
reliable analysis, concurrently nurturing an
open space for people to speak up. Some-
times strictly, sometimes to the point of
shaking the earth, but always in the spirit
of dialogue.”

While thanking the centre, President Val-
das Adamkus emphasised its importance
in building a connection between East and
West: “We have around 1,000 kilometres
of common border separating two Euro-
pean cultures — East and West. They are

PREZIDENTO VALDO ADAMKAUS
KONFERENCIJU SALE

Est. 2020

Valdas Adamkus, President of Lithuania (1998-2003; 2004-2009)



Most recent activities for 2021

Prof. Rimvydas Petrauskas,
Rector of Vilnius University

Margarita Seselgyté, Director at Institute of International Relations and Political Science,
Vilnius University

different and have currently been pitted one
against the other and so, any exchange of
information, any pursuit of ways to bring the
two sides closer, is incredibly important. Oth-
er than the efforts of our government efforts
and our academic community, | believe that
this centre should be the key voice in our so-
ciety in resolving the reasons for the two cul-
tures drawing closer or even separating.”

He was echoed by Vilnius University Insti-
tute of International Relations and Political
Science director Dr Margarita Seselgyté, who
spoke during the conference hall's opening
about the centre’s importance in the devel-
opment of Lithuanian foreign policy, with the
country seeking to hold a leading role in the
region, bridging Eastern and Western capi-
tals: “The Eastern Europe Studies Centre has
been tasked with a crucial role — on the one
hand, to create ideas and maintain links to the
analytical centres of those countries, but also
to help decision-makers discover new visions,
even in small increments.”

The centre also has established a “Chief of
Diplomacy” S. Lorozaitis Meeting Hall and a
small library, where publications on Lithuani-
an foreign and security policy are gathered.



Activities In 2021

The first discussion of the Lithuanian Foreign
Policy Outlook series. Visiting — Lithuanian
President Gitanas Nauséda

The Eastern Europe Studies Centre held the first discussion of the
Lithuanian Foreign Policy Outlook cycle, featuring the President of
the Republic of Lithuania Gitanas Nauséda. The discussion was mod-
erated by the EESC'’s Director Linas Kojala. During the event, discus-
sions revolved around core foreign policy trends — the dynamic of
Lithuanian-Polish relations, the prospects for a democratic Belarus,
Eastern Partnership and Europe’s stance regarding Russia.

Lithuanian Foreign Policy Outlook discussion
featuring the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Lithuania Gabrielius Landsbergis

The Eastern Europe Studies Centre hosted the second discussion in
the series Lithuanian Foreign Policy Outlook, featuring the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania Gabrielius Landsbergis.
The discussion was moderated by the EESC’s director Linas Kojala.
During the event, the minister spoke about Lithuanian foreign policy
in the Eastern Partnership region, Lithuania’s relationship with Bela-
rus and highlighted the necessity to form a unified European Union
foreign policy.
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Activities In 2021

A meeting with Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba

Ukrainian Minister of Foreign Affairs Dmytro Kuleba visited the East-
ern Europe Studies Centre. During a discussion, which was moderated
by the EESC's director Linas Kojala, he discussed ongoing reforms in
Ukraine, the importance of the Eastern Partnership format, security di-
lemma and the conflict in Eastern Ukraine, the country’s integration
with transatlantic structures and matters of bilateral relations between
Lithuania and Ukraine.



CONTerences

TH ANNUAL L1THUANIAN FOREIGN PoLicY CONFERENCE

thuania and the Changing Nature of International Politics

ofF THE GRAND Dt :\'pgr LiTHUANIA | I)l-i(‘l—‘\ll;l-ﬁ, 2019 | ViLn1Us
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James Rogers, British Analyst; Margarita Seselgyté;
Robert S. Spalding, US Air Force Brigadier General (ret.);
Linas Kojala

Gitanas Nauséda,
President of Lithuania

The EESC has earned an excellent reputa-
tion for the organisation of many confer-
ences on political, economic, security, and
civil society issues of Eastern Europe.

The annual Lithuanian Chief of Diplomacy
S. Lozoraitis Foreign Policy Conference
has been organised since 2015. This time,
the conference was held in two parts, with
the first dedicated to the future of Europe
and the second to transatlantic turbulence.

Guests at the Annual Conference



The EESC held a discussion cycle entitled
“Baltarusijos klausymai” (Hearings on Be-
larus){ which offered a more in-depth look
at the neighbouring country’s development.
The first discussion focused on Belarussian
history and identity, with Vilnius University
Rector prof. Rimvydas Petrauskas and Insti-
tute of History Director Alvydas NikZentaitis
participating. The second discussion was
on Belarus’ economy and ties to Lithuania,
with comments by Luminor Lithuania Chief
Economist dr. Zygimantas Mauricas and
Ministry of Economics and Innovation Vice
Minister dr. Jekaterina Rojaka. The third re-
volved around Belarussian geopolitics and
featured VU TSPMI Director dr. Margarita
Seselgyté and prof. Dovilé Jaknidnaité, as
well as EESC Associated Expert Maksimas
Milta. The events were hosted at the Palace
of the Grand Dukes and were met with vast
interest — the three online broadcasts were
viewed by over 100,000 viewers.

BALTARUS
KLAUSYMA O3

2 dalis.

_Baltg_n{sijos ekonomika
Ir rySiai su Lietus
5

Conferences

E3SC

BALTARUSIJOS
KLAUSYMAI S

Ifdalis?

Baltarusijos identitetas
ir santykis su istorija.

Spalio 9 d., 11.30=12.45 val,,
Lletvos Didziosios Kunigaikstyste:




In October, 2020, VMUN (Vilnius Model United Nations) was organised.
The event covered this year’s topic “Building Crisis Resilience for the
Next 75 Years of the UN". Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and relat-
ed restrictions, for the first time, the event was held online. It featured
participants from a diverse group of countries and various educational
institutions across Lithuania.

onferences

Embassy of Sweden S Swedish
W Vilnius . institute

National Endowment
for Democracy

PARTNERS

ppppppppppppppppppppppp

ORGANIZERS

In November, 2020, the Eastern Europe Studies Centre organised the
annual Vilnius Young Leaders Meeting (VYLM), which has earned inter-
national recognition. This year, the VYLM changed its format to a virtual
one, and invited citizens from Eastern Partnership countries living in
Lithuania and the expert community to join in for a two-day cycle of
expert discussions.



OO

Alongside the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
EESC organised the Mano Europa — Ateitj
Kuriame Kartu! conference. The President of
the Republic of Lithuania Gitanas Nauséda,
who participated in the remote event, noted
that discussions on the European Union's fu-
ture must be grounded in the principles of the
welfare state — relying on core values, the de-
velopment of science and innovation and the

nurturing of a secure neighbourhood. During
the conference, discussions were held on the
European Union’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic, research on a new vaccine and oth-
er key facets of the union’s policy. Also, there
were discussions on how specialists from
different domains contribute to European in-
itiatives and what is missing from Lithuania’s
contribution in making it even more notable.

onferences
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Eastern Europe Studies Center to-
gether with the German Embassy in
Lithuania and the Polish Embassy
in Lithuania organizes summer ad-
vanced learning programme “To dis-
pel myths, to create the future”

Interviews were taken in order to introduce audiences to the European Union’s Future Conference On June 17, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation
and invite them to follow news about it, participate in Lithuania’s preparations for it. AS) alongside the Eastern Europe Studies
_~ Centre organised the virtual discussion The

Virus of Disinformation — How to Deal with
Social Media.
Donatas Puslys: didziausias ES Zavesys - per
kalbéjimasi pasiekiamas susitarimas e

ly=, Ryby Europes studijy centra snalitikes

The Virus of Disinformation -
, How to Deal with Social Media

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

RYTY EUROPOS STUDIJY
CENTRO VASAROS MOKYKLA:

SUGRIAUTI MITUS,
SUKURTI ATEIT].

Kaimo turizmo kompleksas
;Qlftj JRiterio krantas”, Riteriy g. 3,
v Gratiskiy kaimas, Traky rajonas



The EESC regularly organises dis-

1
cussions, seminars and roundta-
bles. It is another important part
) of organisational activity and

provides a forum for open discus-
sions on the most significant and

1
sometimes very specific Eastern
European issues. Such events al-
low the EESC's experts to present
their research findings, as well as

to bring together fellow experts to
discuss the latest events and de-

Roundtables =

Discussion featuring Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Lithuania Linas Linkevicius re-
garding the situation in the region and the 2 »
world, as well as Lithuania’s foreign policy geze-
priorities. (January 2020) :

Structure of the Defence Forces

Discussion with Lt. Col Louis Flynn
from the United Nations Training
School Ireland about Ireland’s con-
tribution to peacekeeping missions
around the globe and Ireland’s mod-
el of peacekeeping training. (Febru-
ary 2020)
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Discussion with experts from the United King-
dom, EESC, VU, EHU and VMU about the situ-
ation in Russia and Belarus-and its impact on
the entire region: (February 2020)

EESC analyst Andrius Prochorenko presented
the EESC's study on Lithuanian citizens' views
of internal and external threats to the Konrad
Adenauer Foundation Belarus. (March 2020)

Discussions, Seminars & Roundtables

///

,,,i"é/(/:ussion with Members of the Parliament
of Georgia about disinformation and propa-
ganda problems. (February 2020)

Webinar about Eastern Partnership with H.E.
President of the Republic.of Lithuania Gitanas
Nauséda, former Prime Minister of Sweden
Carl Bildt, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lith-
uania Linas Linkevic¢ius and MEPs Anna Foty-
ga, Andrius Kubilius and Petras Austrevicius.
(June 2020)

Edward Lucas Julie Buzalkova  Jovita Neliupgie... Webinar Belarusian PO“tiCSZ COVID-1 9, Econ-
: : omy, Russia today with Franak Viacorka, an
analyst at the US Global Media Agency, and
James Sherr, a Senior Fellow at the ICDS.
(May 2020)

Online discussion The Struggle for COV-
ID-19 Narratives — Implications for Euro-
pean Security. More than 140 high-ranking
participants from more than 25 countries
joined to exchange views and opinions on
disinformation and the European response.
(May 2020)



The EESC’s Polvi y . nalyst Andrius Prochoren-

~ ko conducted a seminar for Lithuanian stu-
dents on the perception of external threats in
2020. (August 2020)

Online discussion on NATO's role in the face of
a changing world and non-traditional threats
such as COVID-19 or climate change. The
discussion featured Ambassador Vytautas
Leskevicius, Ltc. Svetozar Bosilkov and Ltc.
Tsvetan Panovski, as well as Elisabeth Braw.
(September 2020)

Discussions, Seminars & Roundtaples

Online discussion Hopes, Fears and Conspira-
ciesintheBaltic Societies, with participants from
think tanks around the Baltic States. The event
was organised in partnership with GLOBSEC.
(September 2020)

ru.Delfi discussion with political scientist
Vladimiras Laucius, policy reviewer Jacek
Komar, businessman Viktor Voroncov at the
Naujoji Vilnia Culture House about parliamen-
tary elections in Lithuania. (October 2020)

Discussion with EESC director Linas Kojala,
together with EESC chief analyst Vladimiras
Laucius about current foreign policy issues.
(June 2020)
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ru.Delfi discussion with the experts who re-
viewed the protests in Belarus after the pres-
idential election. (August 2020)
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EESC policy analyst Justinas Kulys participat-
ed in the discussion festival “Ad Astra” organ-
ised by Vilnius University and VU SA. (Septem-
ber 2020)

EESC Policy Analyst Andrius Prochorenko
discussed the results of the USA Presidential
Election on ru.Delfi (November 2020)

Discussions, Seminars & Roundtaples

EESC Policy Analyst Andrius Prochorenko
participated in the Vilnius Young Leaders
Meeting, and during the open discussions,
together with Lithuanian experts, discussed
problems that Lithuania and the Eastern
Partnership countries face in the security,
disinformation and independent news media
domains. (November 2020)

The first training event for the project Stim-
ulus for Independent Journalism Across the
Regions of Ukraine started in July, 2021, with
Eastern Europe Studies Centre project assis-
tant Beatricé Narbutaité participating.

The project is implemented alongside the EE-
SC’s partners at the National Union of Jour-
nalists of Ukraine and the Lithuanian Journal-
ists’ Union.

The project activities are funded by the Lith-
uanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs Develop-
ment Cooperation and Democracy Support
Programme.
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A social network leverage for commu-
nicating with audiences in Western
Europe, USA and Canada

Language —
English

Number of followers:

1750

[as of July 24, 2021]

The EESC's longest existing social
media profile. It is used as a main
platform for publicising EESC's
activities.

Languages:
Lithuanian, English,
sometimes Russian

Number of followers:

3530

[as of July 24, 2021]
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Number of followers:

The Linked-in profile was launched a Languages:
last year and is aimed at reaching e Lithuanian, 59 5
proffesionals. English

[as of July 24, 2021]

Number of followers:

This profile is used for unofficial com- a Languages:
munication and to reach out younger g Lithuanian, 293
audience. English

[as of July 24, 2021]




<« Tweet

euro eurotopics [fr] @eurotopics_fr - Nov 24 oo
topics @ B #Défense européenne: pourquoi les pays comme la #Lituanie doivent
s'investir dans la discussion sur I'orientation future de la politique de

#sécurité européenne ?

Les explications du politologue @LinasKojala

Quelle défense pour I'Europe de demain ?
Paris et Berlin sont en désaccord quant a l'orient
politique de défense de I'Europe

& eurotopics.net

Q v Q1 &

MAKSIMAS MILTA . |
Ryty Europos studijy centro asocijuotas analitikas F2DIENA

SZGUSWUNY CEMPIONU ¢ D.SIRVYDIS ISVYKO | DETROITA § NBA CEMP|  20:17

The EESC and Soclal Media
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You Retweeted

Franak Viacorka @ 2

If you want to learn more about the situation in Belarus, the last COVID-
dissident country in Europe, and the beginning of the presidential election
campaign (which seems to be very exciting), tune in tomorrow at 11 AM
EEST Time (4AM New York Time)! It will a lot of fun (I hope)

% Eastern Europe Studies Cent

THIS FRIDAY 11.00 am (GMT+3) Join EESC webinar on the topic of The
Politics of Belarus: COVID-19, Economy, Russia with @franakviacorka,
@USAGMgov analyst, and James Sherr, a Senior Fellow @ICDS_Tallinn.
Registration forms.gle/Rfoezogvit5cLhx... (limited number of places)
@LinasKojala

You Retweeted

Carl Bildt @ dt- 12 Jun

Storting this day with a discussion on the < Eastern Partnership. Summit via
video coming up soon. New and old challenges for the Partnership. Overall
its been one of the not too many strategic success stories of the EU during
the past decade.

Eastern Europe Studies Centre (
EasC o

11 You Retweeted
‘Anna Fotyga - Biuro Poselskie
Naszj rolg i obowigzkiem jest umiejscowienie
wysoko w agendzie . Szczegolnie teraz, gdy pojawiaja si¢ nowe proby
zblizenia z . Sukces panstw — 285 I = jest najlepsza i
najmniej kosztowna obrong przed Rosja™. =

|

H.E. President of the Republic of Lithuania opened the
EESC organised high-level webinar "A Turning Point for the Eastern
Partnership’ earlier today!

A Gitanas Nauséda

#EaP needs strategic political vision of #EU. takes leadership to give a
new impetus to #EaP. European aspirations and perspectives — the main
motivation to continue painful but much-needed reforms for
#EaP.@Zourabichvili_S @ZelenskyyUa @NikolPashinyan @presidentaz
@dodon_igor
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UKR Embassy in LTUQ @UKRInLTU - Jun 12
On June 12, 2020 ™® Ambassador @ UKRIinLTU @yatsenkivskyi joined a high-
level webinar "A Turning Point for the Eastern Partnership” organized by the

Office of H.E. President of B8 @GitanasNauseda and Eastern Europe Studies
Center @EESC_LT

11 You Retweeted ’
Maria C Lundquist & @Lu tMC ]
Yes, apply to the Young Leaders Meeting! Important event
happening this year again. Great longtime cooperation between

and

i Eastern Europe Studies Centre @ LT - 30 Jul

The Eastern Europe Studies Centre (EESC) continues already recognized
at the international level project and invites to apply for the 3rd
installment of the Vilnius Young Leaders Meeting (VYLM) to be held on
October 13-16, 2020 in Vilnius, Lithuania! More: bitly/39G54D1

3RP VILNIUS YOUNG LEADERS MEETING
OCTOBER 13-16, 2020

VILNIUS, LITHUANIA
LT ;

David A. Andelman & 000
@DavidAndelman

A privilege to be among this extraordinary collection of
thinkers but especially the incomparable @LinasKojala !

UKR Embassy in LTU &
UEpEHA 0 poky MOCON 3AB CTh Bravo!
pebiHapi BRCOKOTO PiBHA Ha Temy =MMoBopoTHa Touka Ans
NAPTHERCTES - AEHTa & Linas Kojala @LinasKojala - 22h
Proud the 20/21 edition of the Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review is out! Presidents RYTY EUROPOS STUDIJY CENTRO POLITIKOS ANALITIKAS
Adamkus®® and Kwasniewskiwm, Nobel Laureate @Robert)Shiller, @ AmbDanFried . * JUSTINAS KULYS

, @DavidAndelman, @crmiller1, @vytautasker, @AudraPlepyte among the
contributors. @KASonline @USEmbVilnius twitter.com/LithuaniaMFA/s...

Show this thread

12:58 AM - Dec 17, 2020 from Manhattan, NY - Ta r for iPhone
Daniel Fried @AmbDanFried - 1h
Replying to @LinasKojala @Robert)Shiller and 6 others

Thank you, @LinasKojala, for the chance to contribute to the “Lithuanian
Foreign Policy Review,” amid much good company! 2021 will be a year of
opportunity for Europe & the US to pull ourselves together after the
pandemic. Democratic solidarity.

Q ! Q3 et
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LT-08114 Vilnius, Lithuania

Phone: +370 5270 59 93

Fax: +370 5273 69 53

E-mail: info@eesc.It

JOIN US ONLINE
www.eesc.It
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