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s • With the fast-approaching 20th Chinese Communist Party Con-

gress – at which anything can happen – China’s stringent Covid-19 
policies remain firmly in place, as the government’s key priority is 
maintaining social stability. 

• Chinese President Xi Jinping’s latest diplomatic maneuvers in Hong 
Kong and abroad are but propaganda aimed at domestic audiences, 
which seeks to further entrench his leadership and “irreplaceability” 
in Chinese politics before his unprecedented third term in office. 

• The report on human rights in Xinjiang, released at the last minute 
by U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, was 
an unpleasant blow to China’s leadership, which had considered her 
last visit a success. However, it remains unclear how much influence 
China may have had over its final version.

• The visit to Taiwan by the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representati-
ves, Nancy Pelosi, was met with an aggressive response from China, 
as well as its efforts to change the status quo in the Taiwan Strait.

• Southeast Asian countries increasingly struggle to balance their 
relations with China and the U.S. Their reactions to Pelosi’s visit to 
Taiwan were elusive, with each at the same time quickly emphasizing 
its unchanged position regarding the “One China” policy. 

• The Sino-Russian relations have not seen any significant changes, 
but the security cooperation is deepening. Although China’s central 
government keeps attempting to demonstrate its neutrality, Chinese 
diplomats have not always succeeded in doing the same.

Domestic Policy

The upcoming 20th CPC 
National Congress and the 
importance of social stability
The political cycle in China is drawing to a close. On 
August 30, the Chinese news agency Xinhua News 
announced1 that the 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), which is drawing a 
lot of attention from around the world, is to be con-
vened on October 16. The official list of delegates, 
announced on September 25, consists of 2,296 CPC 
members from all around China. As per usual, one 

aim with this list is to show more attention to gender 
equality and the role of the country’s ethnic minori-
ties by placing an emphasis on female and ethnic mi-
nority attendees: The congress will be attended by 
622 women (the 2017 CPC National Congress had 
552 female delegates) and 264 delegates from the 
country’s ethnic minorities (the figure was the same 
in 2017). Nonetheless, the Chinese political system 
continues to be characterized by stark gender ine-
quality, as no single woman has ever been elected to 
the CPC Politburo Standing Committee (the 7-mem-
ber top leadership of the party) or the Central Military 
Commission. China’s current vice-premier Sun Chun-
lan is the only female in the 25-member Politburo, 
and only 30 members of the 376-strong outgoing 
19th Central Committee are women (or 7.9%). 
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Figure 1. The current structure of CPC. This figure may change after the 20th CPC National Congress. Source: TBI2
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In Q3 of 2022, the Covid-19 situation remained tense 
in China, with some cities reimposing restrictions of 
varying severity – but things have been stabilizing 
recently. A total of 17,699 confirmed cases were re-
corded in July (571 daily cases on average), with the 
peak, of 52,103 confirmed cases, reached in August 
(1,681 daily cases on average). The dynamic of infec-
tions changed in September, with 36,203 confirmed 
cases reported (1,206 daily cases on average). The 
geographic spread of the virus was also increasing: 
after nearly 900 days of zero cases in Tibet, the con-
firmed new cases reported from August 9 onward led 
to new restrictions and mass testing in the region. 

Strict Covid-19 restrictions have caused social dis-
content on multiple occasions. On September 1, 
due to a significant spike of new cases, the city of 
Chengdu (with a population of 21 million) imposed 

a stringent lockdown (second only to Shanghai in 
terms of strictness) with especially severe restric-
tions on movement and social contact. On Septem-
ber 5, a magnitude 6.8 earthquake struck China’s 
Sichuan province, with the epicenter was some 200 
km from Chengdu, the province capital.3 As a result 
of stringent Covid-19 policies, some residents were 
not allowed to leave their homes even after expe-
riencing the onset of the earthquake, this situation 
resulted in  criticism and public discontent. Sichuan 
residents still remember the 2008 earthquake (mag-
nitude 8), which took almost 90,000 lives in the re-
gion – hence the outrage against the restrictions on 
movement on social media.

Public outrage and voices of doubt regarding the jus-
tifiability of the stringent Covid-19 policies have been 
growing louder. Notably, the former editor-in-chief of 
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the Global Times Hu Xijin, who has a large base of 
followers in China, has also rather openly declared 
that “Experts must speak out” and demanded that 
China “organize comprehensive studies and make 
them transparent to the public.”4 However, there have 
been no signs to date indicating any easing of these 
policies. In the July 28 meeting, the 25-member CPC 
Politburo emphasized that China will be continuing 
its zero-Covid policy – even if it negatively impacts 
the country’s economy in the short term.5 

25th anniversary of Hong 
Kong’s return to China and  
Xi Jinping’s visit
On June 30, China’s Head of State Xi Jinping arrived 
in Hong Kong for an official two-day visit. This was 
his first visit outside mainland China in 2 years, and 
the first trip to Hong Kong in 5 years. The main goal 
of this visit was to celebrate 25 years since Hong 
Kong’s return to Chinese rule. 

During the ceremony, Xi delivered a speech6 praising 
the achievements of the Chinese government and its 
efforts to support Hong Kong’s prosperity and stabil-
ity. The speech mainly focused on the “one country, 
two systems” policy, emphasizing its effectiveness 
and importance. This policy was mentioned as many 
as 17 times. President Xi reaffirmed that PRC is de-
termined to adhere to this cause, which, as reflected 
in his speech, has demonstrated its effectiveness 
in and contribution to promoting the prosperity and 
stability in Hong Kong, and urged the Government 
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region to 
“meet residents’ expectations”. Also as part of the 
ceremony, oath of office was administered to the 
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region John Lee (John Lee Ka-chiu). As per 
China’s tradition, after Xi’s visit, the authorities in 
Hong Kong have organized more than 60 sessions 
to study the speech he delivered, according to Hong 
Kong Free Press.7 

Picture 1. President Xi and the Chief Executive of Hong Kong Lee swear in other officials. Source: Selim Chtayti/
Reuters

Xi’s visit is laden with symbolic meaning given the 
major changes in Hong Kong over the last five years: 
China has significantly extended its influence on 
Hong Kong’s domestic policy, brutally suppressed 

the protests and opposition movements, and se-
verely restricted the freedom of speech with the 
view to “nurturing genuine patriots of the country”. 
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Recently, China appears to have revived the idea to 
adopt this system in its relationship with Taiwan.8 
Historically, Taiwan has never been positively inclined 
toward this proposal of China’s, and China’s crack-
down on the protests in Hong Kong only served to 
strengthen Taiwanese people’s negative views on the 
country’s possible future relationship to China. In the 
2021 poll by Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council, 85.6% 
of respondents said they oppose China’s “one coun-
try, two systems” formula and only 5.4% agreed with 
it.9 By comparison, in a poll from two decades ago, 
70% of Taiwanese respondents opposed the formula 
and about 15% said they were in support of it.10 

U.N. Human Rights Office 
report on Xinjiang and 
China’s response
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet’s visit on May 23–28 was followed by a 
wave of criticism for her being too soft on China –
especially after her press conference in Guangzhou, 
where she expressed a relatively positive view on 
Beijing’s policy in Xinjiang and used Beijing’s official 
narrative when referring to Chinese government’s 
“counter-terrorism measures” that necessitate its 
separate “review”.11 Bachelet’s visit, which had been 
carefully planned by China, her multiple meetings 
with Chinese officials, and the use of her statements 
for the purposes of domestic propaganda, were of 
high importance to China. The delay in releasing the 
official report on Xinjiang drew a lot of criticism from 
human rights organizations (such as Amnesty Inter-
national and International Service for Human Rights). 
According to an exclusive article by the Reuters12, 
Bachelet’s office was under a lot of pressure from 
Beijing not to release the report. Ultimately, the story 
reached its climax on August 31, when the OHCHR 
report on human rights in Xinjiang was released on 
the last day of Bachelet’s term as U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights.

The report openly expresses serious concern about 
the situation of Uyghurs in Xinjiang—the document 
emphasizes13 that “arbitrary and discriminatory de-
tention of members of Uyghur and other predom-
inantly Muslim groups [...], may constitute interna-
tional crimes, in particular crimes against humanity.” 
However, its strict tone notwithstanding, the doc-
ument remains controversial due to the delay and 
last-minute release. It remains unclear how much 
influence China may have had over its final version. 

China lashed out at the U.N. in response. Immediate-
ly after the report was released, China’s ambassador 
to the United Nations Office in Geneva Chen Xu told 
reporters that by releasing the report the Human 
Rights Office “closed the door of cooperation”, de-
scribing the report as “illegal and invalid”.14 Reacting 
to the report, Wang Wenbin, the spokesperson of 
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, emphasized that 
this assessment “has been fabricated by the United 
States and some Western forces [and] is complete-
ly illegal and invalid”. He also criticized the OHCHR 
for violating “principles of universality, objectivity, 
non-selectivity and non-politicization”.15 Also ques-
tioning the legitimacy of the OHCHR was China’s 
Global Times, which issued a report of its own, alleg-
edly demonstrating that “the US and some Western 
forces have firmly seized many important positions 
in the OHCHR and planted many individuals full of 
ideological bias to take these positions.”16 

Foreign Policy

Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan and 
the security situation in the 
Taiwan Strait 
The most important event in this quarter was the 
visit to Taiwan by the Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi. Held secret until the 
very last minute, the visit took place on August 2. 
This was the first high-profile visit by a U.S. Official 
to Taiwan in 25 years.

A growing tension regarding Pelosi’s potential visit 
was also palpable before it took place. During the 
July 29 phone conversation17 between Xi and Biden, 
the Chinese president spent a lot of time on the is-
sue of Taiwan, trying to pressure his American coun-
terpart to encourage Pelosi to abandon her plans to 
visit it. In a very frank tone, Xi emphasized that “Chi-
na firmly opposes separatist moves toward ‘Taiwan 
independence’ and interference by external forces 
[...] in whatever form,” also warning President Biden 
that “Those who play with fire will perish by it.”

China reacted to Pelosi’s visit with a show of force – 
on multiple fronts: China launched large-scale cy-
ber-attacks with targets including Taiwan’s Presi-
dential Office18 and imposed bans on exports from 
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Taiwan prior to19 and after20 the visit, focusing mainly 
on foodstuffs but, at the same time, avoiding directly 
impacting Taiwan’s semi-conductor sector. Nonethe-
less, the largest shift occurred in the military sphere. 

Although this visit is not going to result in China’s 
major moves against Taiwan in the short term due 
to the importance of bilateral trade, from the military 
perspective, this visit does change the military sta-
tus quo in the Taiwan Strait. Immediately after Pe-
losi’s visit, China conducted 4-day large-scale mili-
tary drills around and over Taiwan, followed by the 
People’s Liberation Army’s military exercises in the 
eastern part of the Taiwan Strait. Despite 3 previ-
ous crises in the Taiwan Strait not spiraling out into 
a large-scale conflict, this time, the Chinese military 
under Xi’s command may become even more aggres-

sive and harder to deter. According to the Economist, 
“in 1995 [during the last crisis in the Taiwan Strait], 
China’s defense budget was only twice the size of 
Taiwan’s [...]. Today China spends more than 20 times 
as much as Taiwan on defense.”21 There are signs 
that China’s behavior is changing: According Adrian 
Ang U-Jin and Olli Pekka Suorsa22, after Pelosi’s vis-
it, China’s military has made record incursions past 
the median line in the Taiwan Strait. Even though the 
median line in the Taiwan Strait is not formally set 
as border in any documents, the two militaries used 
to avoid any significant incursions past it. Currently, 
however, the frequency of these incursions is on the 
rise, with a large portion of them being short cross-
ings of the median line by Chinese military aircrafts. 
On September 10, for example, 17 Chinese planes 
crossed the Taiwan Strait median line.23 

Figure 2. China’s military drills around Taiwan as a response to Pelosi’s visit. Source: Xinhua, Straits Times Graphics
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Pelosi’s visit became an impetus for more frequent 
foreign delegations to Taiwan, with the phenomenon 
dubbed “The Pelosi Effect” in foreign media. After 
Pelosi, Taiwan was visited by delegations from the 
U.S., Japan, and Lithuania.24 The frequency of visits 
especially increased on the part of EU delegations. 
According to Veronika Blablová and Filip Šebok25, 
EU countries sent to Taiwan a total of 102 official 
delegations between 2016 and 2022. Despite the 
Covid-19 traveling restrictions, there have already 
been 12 such visits this year (with Lithuania in the 
lead with a total of 4 visits). By comparison, the total 
number of visits in 2018 was 26. 

The dynamic of the  
Sino-Russian relationship 
There have been no significant changes in the Si-
no-Russian relationship since the start of the war in 
Ukraine. Although China’s political leadership keeps 
attempting to demonstrate their neutrality, Chinese 
diplomats have not always succeeded in doing the 
same. In an interview with Russian news agency 
TASS on September 1026, Chinese Ambassador to 
Russia Zhang Hanhui openly supported the Russian 
narrative on the war in Ukraine. Zhang openly criti-
cized the U.S. as “the real destroyer of international 
rules and world order, a source of increasing insta-
bility and uncertainty in today’s world”. 

In September, Xi and Putin had their first in-person 
meeting in Uzbekistan since the war in Ukraine broke 
out. However, China’s political support to Russia not-
withstanding, the statements after the meeting were 
cautious. Both heads of state underscored their per-
sonal friendship (addressing each other with “my 
dear friend”), but there were no significant signals to 
suggest a change in the relationship. The focal point 
of attention was Putin’s speech, where he said that 
“We [Russia] understand your questions and your 
concerns [regarding the crisis in Ukraine]”.27 Since 
becoming the president in 2013, Xi has met with Pu-
tin as many as 39 times. 

As is by now a tradition, the official report by China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the meeting between 
Xi and Putin differs from the Kremlin’s in terms of the 
points of emphasis and the attempt, on the part of 
China, to demonstrate neutrality, while also avoiding 
mentioning the topic of Ukraine (there is no single 
mention of Ukraine in China’s official statement on 
the meeting28). 

On September 5-8, Eastern Economic Forum was 
held in Vladivostok, also attended by a high-ranking 
Chinese politician, the chairman of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress Standing Committee (in other words, 
the speaker of the Chinese parliament) Li Zhanshu. 
This Russia-run forum has drawn a lot of attention 
from Chinese media, which strongly underscored 
Putin’s statement that “the West is failing, the fu-
ture is in Asia”.29 The Sino-Russian trade relations 
are becoming closer, with both sides expressing 
their willingness to strengthen and expand bilateral 
trade, especially in the agricultural sector. According 
to the spokeswoman for the Ministry of Commerce 
Shu Jueting, Beijing wants to increase bilateral trade 
in terms of both the scope and the quality, and the 
areas with high potential include agriculture, digital 
economy, biomedicine, and green development. The 
main point of focus at the at 6th China Soybean In-
dustry International Summit Forum was on strength-
ening the trade ties between China and Russia. 
Compared with the same period of last year, China 
bought 157% more Russian soybeans this July, but 
the overall value of these imports remains insignifi-
cant (by comparison, China’s soybean imports from 
the U.S. are as many as 8 times the amount they 
were last year). 

China Customs data show that in the first eight 
months, Russia’s exports to China grew 50%, reach-
ing a total of $72.9 billion, with imports from China 
growing 8.5% and reaching $44.2 billion.

Xi’s first foreign visit  
since the start of the  
Covid pandemic 
On September 14, Xi arrived in Astana, the capital 
city of Kazakhstan. This was his first state visit since 
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic (during this peri-
od, Xi had spent more time without foreign trips than 
any other G20 head of state, namely 970 days). Xi 
was accompanied by a very high-level delegation, 
comprising CCP General Secretary Ding Xuexiang, 
Director of the Office of the Central Commission for 
Foreign Affairs Yang Jiechi, China’s Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi, and Minister in charge of the National De-
velopment and Reform Commission He Lifeng.

During the meeting with Kazakhstan’s President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, both parties signed a bi-
lateral memorandum of cooperation in areas includ-
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ing economy, trade, infrastructure, finance, and the 
media, as well as announcing they will be opening 
new consulates general in the two countries. The 
official statement on the meeting issued by China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs30 emphasized the impor-
tance of the meeting and China’s great attention to 
the region. 

Xi’s visit to Kazakhstan was brief: on the evening 
of the same day, Xi made a state visit to Uzbeki-
stan31, where he attended the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization Summit. During his September 15 
meeting with Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
Xi signed memorandum of cooperation in areas in-
cluding agriculture, digital economy, green develop-
ment, culture, and the media. At the same meeting, 
the leaders of China, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan 
signed a trilateral memorandum of cooperation on 
the development of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbeki-
stan railway. 

Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Summit  
in Uzbekistan
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was 
established on China’s initiative in 2001. Currently, 
the SCO has 8 members (China, Russia, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan, as well as 
India and Pakistan, which joined in 2017). Its su-
preme decision-making body is the Heads of State 
Council. It has a Beijing-based Secretariat and an 
Uzbekistan-headquartered Executive Committee of 
the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure. Currently, the 
SCO has 4 Observer States (Afghanistan, Belarus, 
Iran, and Mongolia) and 6 Dialog Partners (Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Turkey).
 
This was a special year for the SCO, as it marked 
the 20th anniversary of the SCO Charter and 
the 15th anniversary of the Treaty on Long-Term 
Good-Neighborliness, Friendship, and Cooperation. 
The approaching SCO summit received extensive 
coverage from the Chinese media, which listed its 
achievements, compared it with NATO, underscored 
its recently significantly growing importance and 
vitality32, and provided various kinds of statistic to 
support its growing strength.33 

What attracted arguably the most attention were 
foreign media reports on bilateral meetings on the 

margins of the summit between Xi and Putin and Xi 
and India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi. However, 
only one of these took place, as Xi and Modi did not 
sit down for a bilateral meeting.34 Recently, there has 
been a bit of progress in terms of conflict resolution, 
but the bilateral relations remain tense.

This year’s SCO summit in Samarkand was signifi-
cant in several respects:
a) Iran’s application for membership was approved: 

Iran is planning to formally join the organization 
next year (the SCO’s last expansion took place 
in 2017). 

a) After the summit, the president of Turkey, which 
is a NATO member, declared the country’s goal 
to join the SCO.35 However, this was not the first 
time that Recep Tayyip Erdoğan mentioned Tur-
key’s potential membership in the SCO. Erdoğan 
also spoke about this back in 201336, when he 
served as prime minister, but Turkey has yet to 
take concrete steps in this direction. Turkey has 
an SCO Dialog Partner since 2012. 

a) Also approved was Belarus’s accession proce-
dure into the SCO.37 But the procedure might 
take time, as Belarus has yet to adopt several 
dozen international agreements and commit-
ments outlines in the SCO accession framework 
of 2010. 

a) The summit’s content and newly initiated dia-
logs on cooperation in areas ranging from sci-
ence to infrastructure show that the SCO may 
be undergoing an identity shift, transforming it-
self from an organization exclusively focused on 
security matters in the region to a bloc focused 
on addressing specific issues. 

a) The Dialog Partner status was granted to Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, and Qatar. The summit also agreed 
that Bahrain, Maldives, U.A.E., Kuwait, and My-
anmar are to become new Dialog Partners. 

Security cooperation  
and the Vostok-2022 
military drills 
Although the growing intensity of the Sino-Russian 
military cooperation had been noticeable prior to the 
war in Ukraine, recently, their coordinated activities 
have become even more frequent. On September 
19, the 17th round of China-Russia strategic secu-
rity consultation took place in Fujian, where Director 
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of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign 
Affairs Yang Jiechi met Secretary of the Security 
Council of the Russian Federation Nikolai Patrushev. 
The ever-closer cooperation between the two pow-
ers is a justifiable cause of concern for other coun-
tries in the region and Japan in particular. Japan’s 
2022 security report (Annual White Paper) pays par-
ticular attention to the deepening military coopera-
tion between Russia and China against the backdrop 
of the war in Ukraine. It voices concern about their 
increasingly more frequent joint military drills and 
military coordination, adding that “from the stand-
point of the security of Japan, this is not something 
that can be overlooked”.38

On September 1-7, Russia conducted its Vostok-2022 
military drills in its Far East, which were also attend-
ed by President Putin. According to the media, the 
countries participating in the drills included Azer-
baijan, Algeria, Armenia, Belarus, India, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, China, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nica-
ragua, Syria, and Tajikistan.39 

Key aspects of the Vostok-2022 military drills:
a) Although India’s participation in Russia-led mili-

tary drills is not anything new (India participated 
in the Zapad-2021 military drills), India’s deci-
sion, in view of the significantly different geo-
political situation, to attend this year’s exercises 
also sends a political message about the con-
tinuing Russian-Indian relations despite the war 
in Ukraine. 

a) This was the first that China’s People’s Liberation 
Army’s Ground Force, Navy, and Air Force jointly 
participated (i.e., not just individual divisions) in 
Russia’s military drills. This demonstrates their 
deepening cooperation and coordination in mat-
ters of security.

On September 15, immediately after the Vostok-2022 
military drills ended, Moscow announced that China 
and Russia held joint naval patrols in the Pacific, car-
rying out exercises involving artillery and helicop-
ters.40 The first joint naval patrols of this kind were 
held in 2021.

Review of 
Southeast Asia 

The region’s reaction  
to Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASE-
AN) find it increasingly challenging to balance the 
U.S. and China. Given the member states’ significant 
differences in the interests in certain areas, ASE-
AN generally tends to react to international devel-
opments with caution, including the war in Ukraine. 
However, ASEAN’s reaction to Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan 
showed that it is increasingly struggling to balance 
the U.S. and China. Pelosi’s visit was a subject of 
concern to Southeast Asia countries, which find 
themselves at the epicenter of the intensifying rival-
ry between the U.S. and China. Although ASEAN’s 
reaction to Pelosi’s visit was neutral (the visit was 
not event mentioned in its statement), the countries 
immediately emphasized their support to the “One 
China” policy, thus showing the importance they at-
tach to their economic ties to China. 

Her visit coincided with the 55th ASEAN Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting in Cambodia (taking place be-
tween July 30 to August 6), which was also attend-
ed by the U.S. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken 
and China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi. Despite earlier 
expectations for the meeting to be centered on the 
crisis in Myanmar, Pelosi’s unexpected visit funda-
mentally revised its points of focus. China’s foreign 
minister used the event to harshly criticize the visit, 
condemning the U.S.’s actions as a “blatant provoca-
tion” and calling the country “the biggest destroyer 
of peace across the Taiwan Strait and the biggest 
troublemaker for regional stability”.41 He described 
the visit itself as “hysterical, irresponsible, and irra-
tional”. Secretary Blinken used a somewhat softer 
tone, reassuring that the U.S. Continues to support 
the “One China” policy and emphasizing that Wash-
ington is attempting to contact Beijing via all availa-
ble channels to defuse tensions.42 However, the ten-
sion between the U.S. and China did not dissipate: 
Their top diplomats did not have a bilateral meeting, 
and, as Reuters reports43, Wang unexpectedly left 
the ASEAN Summit dinner, which was attended by 
the region’s diplomats, Secretary Blinken, and Ja-
pan’s Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi. 
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On August 3, ASEAN foreign ministers released a 
joint statement on the situation in the Taiwan Strait, 
voicing their concern about the destabilization in the 
region. Despite not mentioning the U.S. or China, the 
statement clearly was a response to Pelosi’s visit 
to Taiwan. To steer clear from the issue of Taiwan, 
the statement explicitly states the ASEAN countries’ 
continuing unconditional support for the “One Chi-
na” policy.

The region’s countries have each issued official 
statements of their own. While differing in tone and 
the points of emphasis, none of them had anything 
positive to say about Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan. Indo-
nesia44, for example, called on all parties to refrain 
from provocative action, adding that it continues to 
adhere to the “One China” policy. Vietnam45, Ma-
laysia46, and Thailand47 issued similar statements, 
which were all cautious in tone and emphasizing 
their support for the “One China” policy. One coun-
try that stands out in the context of the region is the 
Philippines, which, due to some unresolved histor-
ical disputes with China, prefers to deepen its ties 
with the U.S.48 Chinese media49 took the opportu-
nity to portray the cautious reaction of the ASEAN 
countries as evidence of their support for China. 
However, the region’s experts went further than 
that: According to Dewi Fortuna Anwar, an analyst 
at the Indonesian Institute of Sciences, the more ag-
gressive than usual exercises immediately after the 
visit should not have come as a surprise, because to 
China, Pelosi’s visit equals “spitting in their face”, as 
well as being “dangerously provocative” and having 
come “at a time when tensions were already high in 
the region”.50 Other experts also worry that China’s 
increased aggressiveness may push other neigh-
boring countries to speed up their armament and 
increase their military power. 

Russia’s decreasing  
influence in Southeast Asia
With China and the U.S. Competing for influence 
in the region, Russia was often regarded as a third 
player seeking to increase its political and economic 
influence. But the war in Ukraine and harsh sanctions 
from the U.S. and other Western countries have com-
pelled the region to view any kind of ties with Russia 
with extra caution. Although ASEAN did not openly 
condemn Russia’s actions in Ukraine, the responses 
and actions by individual members of the bloc have 
been more resolute. Singapore was the only one to 
denounce Russia and join Western sanctions against 
it, with the other countries acting in their own differ-
ent ways. Worried about the potential consequenc-
es (especially regarding the automatic application of 
U.S. sanctions under CAATSA), some of them opted 
to significantly reduce the extent of their trade with 
Russia – especially with respect to military trade, 
which, in the context of the region’s relations with 
Russia, had always been of prime importance. For 
example, Indonesia51 and the Philippines52, the two 
largest ASEAN member states, canceled their orders 
of Russian arms. As a country with traditionally close 
ties to Russia, Vietnam is trying to keep the existing 
trade and investment flows in the areas outside the 
scope of the sanctions.53 

The Russia-ASEAN Business Dialog held under the 
umbrella of the Eastern Economic Forum (which took 
place on September 5-8) signals that Russia is be-
ginning to focus even more on the policy of turning to 
the East. President of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Sergey Katyrin underscored the two-dig-
it growth of the ASEAN-Russia trade in the last few 
years (the trade turnover grew 27.5% in 2021, reaching 
$20 billion) and the existing trade potential.54 Howev-
er, given that most Southeast Asian countries do not 
want their relations with the U.S. to deteriorate – the 
value of the ASEAN-U.S. Trade was at $441 billion in 
202155 – the ASEAN member states are highly unlikely 
to offer a helping hand to Russia’s economy. 



11

Endnotes
1. Xinhua News, “Meeting of CPC Central Committee Political Bureau proposes convening 20th CPC Nation-

al Congress on Oct. 16 in Beijing”, 2022. https://english.news.cn/20220830/e3ede2ba6e9f4de6b9eebe-
30603b51e4/c.html

2. Knight, E., Osman, R., “All Eyes on the Chinese Communist Party Congress: A Guide for Western Policymakers”, 
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, 2022. https://institute.global/policy/all-eyes-chinese-communist-par-
ty-congress-guide-western-policymakers

3. BBC News, “Covid in China: Chengdu lockdown after outbreak”, 2022. https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-asia-china-62751295?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Byahoo.north.america%5D-%5Blink%5D-%5B-
news%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D

4. Reuters, “Prominent Chinese commentator urges COVID experts to ‘speak out’”, 2022. https://www.reuters.
com/world/china/prominent-chinese-commentator-urges-covid-experts-speak-out-2022-09-25/

5. Xinhua News, “Zhonggong Zhongyang zhengzhi ju zhaokai huiyi [CPC CC Politburo convenes a meeting]”, 2022. 
http://www.news.cn/politics/leaders/2022-07/28/c_1128871681.htm?mc_cid=53932afad9&mc_eid=627c47469b

6. Xinhua News, “Xi addresses the meeting celebrating the 25th anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to the moth-
erland and the inaugural ceremony of the sixth-term government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region”, PRC State Council, 2022. http://english.www.gov.cn/news/topnews/202207/02/content_WS62bf8d-
e6c6d02e533532d147.html

7. Burns, J., “Study sessions on Xi Jinping’s Hong Kong speech – all performance, no action?”, Hong Kong Free 
Press, 2022. https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/31/study-sessions-on-jinping-xis-hong-kong-speech-all-per-
formance-no-action/

8. Lau, C., Wong, N., “Beijing renews pledge to adopt ‘one country, two systems’ for Taiwan, calls principle ‘re-
sounding success’ in Hong Kong”, South China Morning Post, 2022. https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/
article/3188457/beijing-renews-pledge-adopt-one-country-two-systems-taiwan-calls

9. Taipei Times, “Majority support ‘status quo’, poll shows”, 2022. https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/ar-
chives/2021/11/21/2003768230

10. Mainland Affairs Council of the ROC, “MAC News Briefing Feb 25, 2002”, 2002. https://www.mac.gov.tw/en/
News_Content.aspx?n=C4319C691F14B564&sms=F6A174A7F58D9580&s=093EFBDD53CC0307

11. OHCHR, “Statement by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet after official visit to China”, 
The United Nations, 2022. https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/05/statement-un-high-commission-
er-human-rights-michelle-bachelet-after-official

12. Farge, E., “China seeks to stop UN rights chief from releasing Xinjiang report – document”, Reuters, 2022. 
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/exclusive-china-seeks-stop-un-rights-chief-releasing-xinjiang-re-
port-document-2022-07-19/

13. OHCHR, “OHCHR Assessment of human rights concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, Peo-
ple’s Republic of China”, the United Nations, 2022. https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/coun-
tries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf

14. Farge, E., “China ambassador: U.N. report on Xinjiang has ‘closed door of cooperation’ “, Reuters, 2022. 
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-ambassador-un-report-xinjiang-has-closed-door-cooper-
ation-2022-09-09/

15. Chinese Embassy in Australia, “Waijiao bu huiying lianheguo xinjiang renquan baogao: wanquan feifa, wux-
iao [Foreign Ministry’s response to the UN report on human rights in Xinjiang: Completely illegal and invalid]”, 
2022. https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTIzNjYwNg==&mid=2649772830&idx=2&sn=cc440a7f36b-
7da26a83a470859d11c78&chksm=887b828fbf0c0b99ac12ab345395bedb642cecfb3d105a1e98c90881e89fe-
d8e5c9a654b3434&scene=27

16. Global Times, “GT investigates: What’s behind OHCHR so-called Xinjiang ‘report’?”, 2022. https://www.
globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274613.shtml

17. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, “President Xi Jinping Speaks with US President Joe Biden on the Phone”, 
2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202207/t20220729_10729593.html

https://english.news.cn/20220830/e3ede2ba6e9f4de6b9eebe30603b51e4/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20220830/e3ede2ba6e9f4de6b9eebe30603b51e4/c.html
https://institute.global/policy/all-eyes-chinese-communist-party-congress-guide-western-policymakers
https://institute.global/policy/all-eyes-chinese-communist-party-congress-guide-western-policymakers
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-62751295?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Byahoo.north.america%5D-%5Blink%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-62751295?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Byahoo.north.america%5D-%5Blink%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-62751295?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Byahoo.north.america%5D-%5Blink%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/prominent-chinese-commentator-urges-covid-experts-speak-out-2022-09-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/prominent-chinese-commentator-urges-covid-experts-speak-out-2022-09-25/
http://www.news.cn/politics/leaders/2022-07/28/c_1128871681.htm?mc_cid=53932afad9&mc_eid=627c47469b
http://english.www.gov.cn/news/topnews/202207/02/content_WS62bf8de6c6d02e533532d147.html
http://english.www.gov.cn/news/topnews/202207/02/content_WS62bf8de6c6d02e533532d147.html
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/31/study-sessions-on-jinping-xis-hong-kong-speech-all-performance-no-action/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/31/study-sessions-on-jinping-xis-hong-kong-speech-all-performance-no-action/
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/3188457/beijing-renews-pledge-adopt-one-country-two-systems-taiwan-calls
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/3188457/beijing-renews-pledge-adopt-one-country-two-systems-taiwan-calls
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2021/11/21/2003768230
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2021/11/21/2003768230
https://www.mac.gov.tw/en/News_Content.aspx?n=C4319C691F14B564&sms=F6A174A7F58D9580&s=093EFBDD53CC0307
https://www.mac.gov.tw/en/News_Content.aspx?n=C4319C691F14B564&sms=F6A174A7F58D9580&s=093EFBDD53CC0307
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/05/statement-un-high-commissioner-human-rights-michelle-bachelet-after-official
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/05/statement-un-high-commissioner-human-rights-michelle-bachelet-after-official
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/exclusive-china-seeks-stop-un-rights-chief-releasing-xinjiang-report-document-2022-07-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/exclusive-china-seeks-stop-un-rights-chief-releasing-xinjiang-report-document-2022-07-19/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-ambassador-un-report-xinjiang-has-closed-door-cooperation-2022-09-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-ambassador-un-report-xinjiang-has-closed-door-cooperation-2022-09-09/
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTIzNjYwNg==&mid=2649772830&idx=2&sn=cc440a7f36b7da26a83a470859d11c78&chksm=887b828fbf0c0b99ac12ab345395bedb642cecfb3d105a1e98c90881e89fed8e5c9a654b3434&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTIzNjYwNg==&mid=2649772830&idx=2&sn=cc440a7f36b7da26a83a470859d11c78&chksm=887b828fbf0c0b99ac12ab345395bedb642cecfb3d105a1e98c90881e89fed8e5c9a654b3434&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTIzNjYwNg==&mid=2649772830&idx=2&sn=cc440a7f36b7da26a83a470859d11c78&chksm=887b828fbf0c0b99ac12ab345395bedb642cecfb3d105a1e98c90881e89fed8e5c9a654b3434&scene=27
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274613.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274613.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202207/t20220729_10729593.html


12

18. Reuters, “Website of Taiwan’s Presidential Office Receives Overseas Cyber Attack – Source”, 2022. https://
www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-08-02/website-of-taiwans-presidential-office-receives-over-
seas-cyber-attack-source

19. Yang, Y.T., Liu, T.H., “Pelosi in Taiwan: China bans imports of over 100 brands”, Taipei Times, 2022. https://
www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2022/08/03/2003782894

20. McDonald, J., “China blocks some Taiwan imports but avoids chip disruptions”, ABC News, 2022. https://abc-
news.go.com/International/wireStory/china-blocks-taiwan-imports-avoids-chip-disruption-87858952

21. The Economist, “China sends missiles flying over Taiwan”, 2022. https://www.economist.com/chi-
na/2022/08/04/china-sends-missiles-flying-over-taiwan

22. U-Jin, A.A., Suorsa, O.P., “The ‘New Normal’ in PLA Incursions Into Taiwan’s ADIZ”, The Diplomat, 2022. https://
thediplomat.com/2022/09/the-new-normal-in-pla-incursions-into-taiwans-adiz/

23. CNA English News, “17 Chinese planes cross Taiwan Strait median line: MND”, 2022. https://focustaiwan.tw/
cross-strait/202209100020

24. Davidson, H., “The Pelosi effect: foreign delegations queue up to visit Taiwan in defiance of China”, The Guar-
dian, 2022. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/27/the-pelosi-effect-foreign-delegations-queue-
up-to-visit-taiwan-in-defiance-of-china

25. Blablova, V., Šebok, F., “Tracking EU visits to Taiwan”, CHOICE, 2022. https://chinaobservers.eu/tracking-eu-
visits-to-taiwan/

26. TASS, “Envoy says US to face crushing defeat if it interferes with China’s domestic goals”, 2022. https://tass.
com/world/1491979

27. Kremlin, “Meeting with PRC President Xi Jinping”, 2022. http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69356

28. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, “President Xi Jinping Meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin”, 2022. 
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202209/t20220915_10766678.html

29. Yang, S., Chu, D.Y., “China, Russia to strengthen cooperation on the way to a ‘multipolar worlds’ “, Global Times, 
2022. https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274853.shtml

30. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, “President Xi Jinping Makes a State Visit to the Republic of Kazakhstan”, 
2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202209/t20220915_10766191.html

31. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, “President Xi Jinping Arrives in Samarkand to Begin State Visit to Uz-
bekistan and Attend the 22nd Meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation”, 2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202209/t20220915_10766231.html

32. Renmin Wang, “Duoguo renshi renwei shanghai hezuo zuzhi zhanxian qiangda shengmingli qidai Xi Jinping 
zhuxi fangwen hasakesitan he wuzibiekesitan [People in many countries believe that the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization shows strong vitality and look forward to President Xi Jinping’s visit to Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan]”, 2022. http://politics.people.com.cn/n1/2022/0914/c448275-32525989.html

33. Guangming Wang, “Shanghe Shijian jijiang kaiqi! Zhexie zhishi dian ni yinggai zhangwo [The SBO’s time is com-
ing! Here’s what you need to know]“, 2022. https://m.gmw.cn/baijia/2022-09/13/36021504.html

34. Ganapathy, N., Wei, A.C., “No Xi-Modi at summit indicates ties between countries still strained”, The Straits 
Times, 2022. https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/no-modi-xi-meeting-a-sign-india-china-ties-still-
far-from-being-normalised-analysts

35. Nikkei Asia, “Turkey’s Erdogan targets joining China-led SCO: media”, 2022. https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/
International-relations/Turkey-s-Erdogan-targets-joining-China-led-SCO-media

36. Pantucci, R., Peterson, A., “Turkey: Abandoning the EU for the SCO?”, The Diplomat, 2022. https://thediplomat.
com/2013/02/turkey-abandoning-the-eu-for-the-sco/

37. BelTA, “Decision to launch procedure for Belarus’ accession to SCO adopted at Samarkand summit”, 2022. 
https://eng.belta.by/politics/view/decision-to-launch-procedure-for-belarus-accession-to-sco-adopt-
ed-at-samarkand-summit-153155-2022/

38. Japanese Ministry of Defense, “Defense of Japan 2022”, 2022. https://www.mod.go.jp/en/publ/w_paper/
wp2022/DOJ2022_EN_Full_02.pdf

https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-08-02/website-of-taiwans-presidential-office-receives-overseas-cyber-attack-source
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-08-02/website-of-taiwans-presidential-office-receives-overseas-cyber-attack-source
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-08-02/website-of-taiwans-presidential-office-receives-overseas-cyber-attack-source
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2022/08/03/2003782894
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2022/08/03/2003782894
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/china-blocks-taiwan-imports-avoids-chip-disruption-87858952
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/china-blocks-taiwan-imports-avoids-chip-disruption-87858952
https://www.economist.com/china/2022/08/04/china-sends-missiles-flying-over-taiwan
https://www.economist.com/china/2022/08/04/china-sends-missiles-flying-over-taiwan
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/the-new-normal-in-pla-incursions-into-taiwans-adiz/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/the-new-normal-in-pla-incursions-into-taiwans-adiz/
https://focustaiwan.tw/cross-strait/202209100020
https://focustaiwan.tw/cross-strait/202209100020
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/27/the-pelosi-effect-foreign-delegations-queue-up-to-visit-taiwan-in-defiance-of-china
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/27/the-pelosi-effect-foreign-delegations-queue-up-to-visit-taiwan-in-defiance-of-china
https://chinaobservers.eu/tracking-eu-visits-to-taiwan/
https://chinaobservers.eu/tracking-eu-visits-to-taiwan/
https://tass.com/world/1491979
https://tass.com/world/1491979
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69356
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202209/t20220915_10766678.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274853.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202209/t20220915_10766191.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202209/t20220915_10766231.html
http://politics.people.com.cn/n1/2022/0914/c448275-32525989.html
https://m.gmw.cn/baijia/2022-09/13/36021504.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/no-modi-xi-meeting-a-sign-india-china-ties-still-far-from-being-normalised-analysts
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/no-modi-xi-meeting-a-sign-india-china-ties-still-far-from-being-normalised-analysts
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Turkey-s-Erdogan-targets-joining-China-led-SCO-media
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Turkey-s-Erdogan-targets-joining-China-led-SCO-media
https://thediplomat.com/2013/02/turkey-abandoning-the-eu-for-the-sco/
https://thediplomat.com/2013/02/turkey-abandoning-the-eu-for-the-sco/
https://eng.belta.by/politics/view/decision-to-launch-procedure-for-belarus-accession-to-sco-adopted-at-samarkand-summit-153155-2022/
https://eng.belta.by/politics/view/decision-to-launch-procedure-for-belarus-accession-to-sco-adopted-at-samarkand-summit-153155-2022/
https://www.mod.go.jp/en/publ/w_paper/wp2022/DOJ2022_EN_Full_02.pdf
https://www.mod.go.jp/en/publ/w_paper/wp2022/DOJ2022_EN_Full_02.pdf


13

39. Teslova, E., “Putin attends Vostok-2022 military drill in Russia’s Far East”, Anadolu Agency, 2022. https://www.
aa.com.tr/en/world/putin-attends-vostok-2022-military-drill-in-russias-far-east/2678205

40. Reuters, “Russia and China hold joint naval patrols in the Pacific, Moscow says”, South China Morning Post, 2022. 
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3192560/russia-and-china-hold-joint-naval-patrols-pacific-
moscow-says

41. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, “Wang Yi: Resolutely Push Back the Blatant Provocation and Political 
Gamble by the United States”, 2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/wjbz_663308/activi-
ties_663312/202208/t20220805_10735062.html

42. Venzon, C., “China foreign minister slams Pelosi’s Taiwan trip in ASEAN meet”, Nikkei Asia, 2022. https://asia.
nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-foreign-minister-slams-Pelosi-s-Taiwan-trip-in-ASEAN-
meet

43. Reuters, “China foreign minister walks out moments before ASEAN meeting gala dinner”, 2022. https://www.
reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-foreign-minister-walks-out-moments-before-asean-meeting-gala-din-
ner-2022-08-04/

44. Tanamal, Y., “Indonesia calls for de-escalation after Pelosi’s Taivan visit”, The Jakarta Post, 2022. https://www.
thejakartapost.com/world/2022/08/03/indonesia-calls-for-de-escalation-after-pelosis-taiwan-visit.html

45. The Star, “Vietnam calls for restraint from all parties in Taiwan situation”, 2022. https://www.thestar.com.my/
aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2022/08/03/vietnam-calls-for-restraint-from-all-parties-in-taiwan-situation

46. The Malay Mail, “At Asean meet, Malaysia urges all concerned parties to address tension in Taiwan Strait very 
carefully”, 2022. https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/08/03/at-asean-meet-malaysia-urges-all-
concerned-parties-to-address-tension-in-taiwan-strait-very-carefully/20885

47. The Nation, “Thailand calls for restraint amid tensions in Taiwan strait”, 2022. https://www.nationthailand.com/
in-focus/40018485

48. Tomacruz, S., “Marcos meets Blinken, says PH-US ties crucial amid Taiwan tension”, 2022. https://www.rap-
pler.com/nation/marcos-jr-meeting-us-secretary-state-antony-blinken-august-6-2022/

49. Zhao, Y.S., Wan, H.Y., “Pelosi’s ‘reckless’ Taiwan visit keeps SE Asian countries on tenterhooks”, Global Times, 
2022. https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202208/1272140.shtml

50. Siow, M., “Beijing’s war games in Taiwan after Pelosi’s trip spark concerns in South China Sea”, South China 
Morning Post, 2022. https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3187774/beijings-war-games-taiwan-
after-pelosis-trip-spark-concerns

51. Yeo, M., “Indonesia gives up on Russian aircraft purchase, instead turning to US and French options”, Defen-
se News, 2021. https://www.defensenews.com/air/2021/12/22/indonesia-gives-up-on-russian-aircraft-pur-
chase-instead-turning-to-us-and-french-options/

52. Gomez, J., “Fearing US Sanctions, Philippines Scraps Russian Helicopter Deal”, The Diplomat, 2022. https://
thediplomat.com/2022/07/fearing-us-sanctions-philippines-scraps-russian-helicopter-deal/

53. Nhan Dan, “Vietnam and Russia work to remove obstacles”, 2022. https://en.nhandan.vn/vietnam-and-russia-
work-to-remove-obstacles-post116442.html

54. Abbasova, V., “Russia Seeks Closer Ties with ASEAN amid Western Sanctions”, Caspian News, 2022. https://
caspiannews.com/news-detail/russia-seeks-closer-ties-with-asean-amid-western-sanctions-2022-9-7-0/

55. Heydarian, R., “Southeast Asia will not be Russia’s lifeline”, Nikkei Asia, 2022. https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/
Southeast-Asia-will-not-be-Russia-s-lifeline

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/putin-attends-vostok-2022-military-drill-in-russias-far-east/2678205
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/putin-attends-vostok-2022-military-drill-in-russias-far-east/2678205
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3192560/russia-and-china-hold-joint-naval-patrols-pacific-moscow-says
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3192560/russia-and-china-hold-joint-naval-patrols-pacific-moscow-says
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/wjbz_663308/activities_663312/202208/t20220805_10735062.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/wjbz_663308/activities_663312/202208/t20220805_10735062.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-foreign-minister-slams-Pelosi-s-Taiwan-trip-in-ASEAN-meet
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-foreign-minister-slams-Pelosi-s-Taiwan-trip-in-ASEAN-meet
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-foreign-minister-slams-Pelosi-s-Taiwan-trip-in-ASEAN-meet
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-foreign-minister-walks-out-moments-before-asean-meeting-gala-dinner-2022-08-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-foreign-minister-walks-out-moments-before-asean-meeting-gala-dinner-2022-08-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-foreign-minister-walks-out-moments-before-asean-meeting-gala-dinner-2022-08-04/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2022/08/03/indonesia-calls-for-de-escalation-after-pelosis-taiwan-visit.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2022/08/03/indonesia-calls-for-de-escalation-after-pelosis-taiwan-visit.html
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2022/08/03/vietnam-calls-for-restraint-from-all-parties-in-taiwan-situation
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2022/08/03/vietnam-calls-for-restraint-from-all-parties-in-taiwan-situation
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/08/03/at-asean-meet-malaysia-urges-all-concerned-parties-to-address-tension-in-taiwan-strait-very-carefully/20885
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/08/03/at-asean-meet-malaysia-urges-all-concerned-parties-to-address-tension-in-taiwan-strait-very-carefully/20885
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40018485
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40018485
https://www.rappler.com/nation/marcos-jr-meeting-us-secretary-state-antony-blinken-august-6-2022/
https://www.rappler.com/nation/marcos-jr-meeting-us-secretary-state-antony-blinken-august-6-2022/
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202208/1272140.shtml
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3187774/beijings-war-games-taiwan-after-pelosis-trip-spark-concerns
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3187774/beijings-war-games-taiwan-after-pelosis-trip-spark-concerns
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2021/12/22/indonesia-gives-up-on-russian-aircraft-purchase-instead-turning-to-us-and-french-options/
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2021/12/22/indonesia-gives-up-on-russian-aircraft-purchase-instead-turning-to-us-and-french-options/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/fearing-us-sanctions-philippines-scraps-russian-helicopter-deal/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/fearing-us-sanctions-philippines-scraps-russian-helicopter-deal/
https://en.nhandan.vn/vietnam-and-russia-work-to-remove-obstacles-post116442.html
https://en.nhandan.vn/vietnam-and-russia-work-to-remove-obstacles-post116442.html
https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/russia-seeks-closer-ties-with-asean-amid-western-sanctions-2022-9-7-0/
https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/russia-seeks-closer-ties-with-asean-amid-western-sanctions-2022-9-7-0/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Southeast-Asia-will-not-be-Russia-s-lifeline
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Southeast-Asia-will-not-be-Russia-s-lifeline

